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THE STORY OF THE TRAM CASE

The tram case has taken a new turn. A keen tussle is going on bet-
ween the Town Council and the Indians. Neither side would accept
defeat.

While, on the one hand, the Town Council abolished the tramway
regulations on the excuse that none were necessary, a committee of the
Council has, on the other, framed new ones. From information received
from confidential sources, I learn that Mr. Duncan1 attended the Com-
mittee meeting. The Committee expressed the opinion that there should
be a provision in the Regulations forbidding Indians from travelling in
tram-cars; that they might, if they so desired, use separate trams; and
that only Indians with special permits could travel by all the trams. Mr.
Duncan, it is said, opposed this view of the Committee, saying that, just
as the Indian community had remained patient in the matter of the
railway, so they would remain patient in the matter of the tramway
too, if some concessions were granted. If further harassment were caused,
they would be provoked and the result would be far from desirable.
The Committee's work of framing Regulations is still going on. In a few
days, when these are published, we shall know more about them.

The Town Council has thus been active in the matter. Meanwhile,
the Indian community has taken a step forward. Mr. Abdul Gani, the
Chairman of the British Indian Association, and Mr. Polak, the pre-
sent English Editor of this journal, got into a tram. The conductor
refused to allow Mr. Abdul Gani to sit, but he said that he would not
get off the tram unless forced to do so. The conductor called in the
police, who also got the same reply. At last, the Tram Inspector arrived
and spoke politely to Mr. Gani. As a result of the talk, it was decided
that Mr. Abdul Gani would be prosecuted on a charge of having obs-
tructed the tram-car. Mr. Abdul Gani and Mr. Polak agreed to this
and got down. When this was reported to the Town Council by the
Inspector, the Town Clerk immediately wrote a note to Gani and Polak
requesting them to see him. He told them that the Indians had done
enough, and that they should not further harass the Council; that
the Regulations in the matter would be published in a few -days;
and that, if the Indians did not approve of them, they might challenge
them. The Town Clerk requested them to spare the Council for the
time being.

1 Colonial Secretary